
MAY 2023

at The Commons on Marice

LIFE ENRICHMENT HIGHLIGHTS
Check out this month’s calendar for 
all of the activities and events we 
have planned. Here are some of the 
highlights. 

Highlighted Events: 
• Wednesday, May 10 (Clubroom): 

Resident Birthday Party - 
Celebrating all of those who 
have birthdays in the month of 
May.

• Friday, May 26 at 2 p.m. 
(Atrium): Memorial Day Service 
of Remembrance - Honoring 
those who died while serving in 
the United States Armed Forces. 

• Tuesday, May 30 at 5:30 p.m. 
(Atrium): Spring Soiree - Dress 
up and invite your family and 
friends for a night of delicious 
food, drinks, music, dancing and 
dessert. 

• Wednesday, May 31 at 3 p.m. 
(Clubroom): Welcome Party - 
Welcome your new neighbors 
and enjoy dessert and coffee. 

Van Outings: 
• Friday, May 5: Lunch at Texas 

Roadhouse in Apple Valley
• Tuesday, May 9: Theatre outing 

to see the play “Our Town” at 
Open Window Theatre 

• Friday, May 19: Lunch at Axel’s 
in Mendota Heights

Spiritual Services/Events: 
• Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. 

(Atrium): St. John Neumann 

Catholic 
Mass and 
communion 

• Saturdays at 
10:30 a.m. (Fireside Lounge): 
Pray the Rosary with resident 
Jeanne K. 

• Tuesday, May 2 at 3 p.m. 
(Atrium): Service of 
Remembrance - We will honor 
and remember those residents 
that have passed in the last three 
months. 

• Monday, May 23 at 2 p.m. 
(Atrium): Divine Life with 
Shawn 

• Tuesday, May 30 at 2 p.m. (2nd 
Floor Activity Center): Explore 
the Hymns with Shawn - Jesus 
Lover of My Soul 

Happy Hour Entertainment at 
3 p.m. (Atrium): 
• Thursday, May 4: Singing Hearts 
• Thursday, May 11: Colleen 

Heibler 
• Thursday, May 18: Squires Polka 

Band 
• Thursday, May 24: The 

Gracenotes 

If you have any suggestions on 
activities you would like to see us 
add to the calendar next month, 
please don’t hesitate to share those 
with the life enrichment team. 

Mary Greenwell 
Life Enrichment Director

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
visit facebook.com/thecommonsonmarice 

NEW RESIDENTS
We would like to welcome our newest residents!

• Barbara G - 4th floor
• Marilyn H. - 4th floor 
• Mark P. - 4th floor 

• Tim R. - 4th floor
• Sharon S. - 4th floor 

IN LOVING MEMORY
We remember our dear friends who have passed in the last month:

• Lee C.
• Marilyn O.

• Crosby S. 

BIRTHDAYS
We want to wish the following residents a very happy birthday:

• Lolly S. - 5/2 
• Ruth R. - 5/3 
• Ethel L. - 5/6 
• Pauline O. - 5/7 
• Michael S. - 5/16 
• Swanny S. - 5/17 

• Sharon S. - 5/18 
• Joan M. - 5/19 
• Kathleen B. - 5/23 
• Ellie J. - 5/24 
• Jim B. - 5/27 
• Fred W. - 5/30 

1380 Marice Drive, Eagan, MN 55121
651-688-9999  |  commonsonmarice.org

GiGi Assistant® (GiGi), is a free mobile 
app that acts as your personal concierge 
ready to assist you with 
what’s happening in 
the community.

We encourage 
residents, guests, 
caregivers and families 
to download the app 
and get connected!

DOWNLOAD

GiGi 
Assistant®

TODAY

Scan to Download

TEAM MEMBERS
Executive Director

David Luhring
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Candace Renken
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Kathy Quinby
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Mary Greenwell
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Shawn Latourelle
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Marge Temple

Business Office Manager
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Kenneth Rohricht
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Program Director 

Jeff Rank

SOARING®: SUPPORTING 
THE SPIRIT
Finding purpose and meaning 

Each person who comes to live at The 
Commons on Marice has an essential question 
to answer or come to peace with. What is my 
purpose for being here? Where will I continue 
to find meaning in my life? What are the 
reasons to get up in the morning and embrace 
another day? 

This is no small task for anyone, but especially 
for seniors who are facing loss and challenges 
that happen later in life. Helping residents and 
their families navigate change and discover 
their meaning and purpose is a significant 
portion of my work. 

My heart is open to listen and help. Sometimes 
a new perspective and appropriate expectations 
can open up possibilities. Whether you’re a 
resident, family or friend, you can always 
reach out to me in my office, by phone at 651-
365-3041 or by email at shawn.latourelle@
commonsonmarice.org.

Shawn Latourelle 
Spiritual Care Director 



TEAM MEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT: ADDISON
Addison just 
celebrated 
his one-year 
anniversary in 
the culinary 
department 
at The 
Commons on 
Marice. We 
all know him 
by his genuine 
smile, friendly 
nature, and of 
course, his culinary talents. 

He was born in Hollandale, Mississippi. 
He is the middle child of five boys and four 
girls. His family moved from Mississippi 
to Minnesota when Addison was 17. They 
settled in New Hope where he played on 
the junior varsity basketball team. He has 
fond memories of his cousins coming 
from Florida and Chicago to visit in the 
summertime. Addison’s first job was at 
Burger Chef. 

After high school he studied to become 
a physical education teacher. He taught 
physical education and health/science to first 
through sixth graders for five years before 
deciding to follow his dream of becoming a 
chef. He went back to school at Le Cordon 
Bleu College of Culinary Arts and has been 
embracing his passion of cooking ever since. 

His hobbies include playing basketball, 
watching football (especially the Vikings), 
and listening to blues and R&B music. He 
also enjoys travel and says the best trip he 
ever took was to Hawaii. His bucket list trip 
is to the Philippines because of all of the 
beautiful waterfalls. He just needs to get the 
courage to take the 15-hour flight across the 
ocean. 

An interesting fact about Addison is he has 
a couple of cousins that have played in the 
NFL, and it seems some of that football 
talent has been passed on to his 16-year-old 
son, Kentrail. Time will tell if football is in 
Kentrail’s future, but Addison said he is also 
a very good student and a respectful young 
man that he is proud of. When asked what he 
is most grateful for, he said, “my health and 
my kids.” Addison has eight children (three 
girls and five boys ranging in age from 12 to 
36) and four grandchildren. Addison is very 
caring and we are so fortunate to have him 
as part our team. 

SEEDS AND 
THOUGHTS
Who plants a seed, he little knows
What warm arousing light is lit,
What spring of living water flows,
What forces leap to nurture it.

Who plants a seed, what thought 
has he
Of timid sprout, of leaflets young.
Of sturdy trunk and branching tree,
Of noble forest far outflung?

What dream has he who plants a 
seed
Of blossoms ravishing the air,
Of shade that cools, of fruits that 
feed,
Of agelong blessings hidden there?

And he who plants the seed of 
thought,
Some eager truth, some daring plan,
Never he knows what he has 
wrought
Of never-ending good to man.

Through subtle channels winding 
swift
The foodful currents gladly run,
And all the heavens bring their gift 
Of tender breezes, rain, and sun.

It feels the elemental fears,
The frost the storm the barren skies;
And yet throughout the growing 
years 
Its roots extend, its branches rise;

Until, one knows not how or when,
Through all the world the thought 
has spread,
And myriads of grateful men 
Pluck from the branches overhead.

Oh, happy he who plants a seed
With promises of fruitage fraught;
But his a happier, holier deed
Who plants in human souls a 
thought.

Anonymous      

RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT: RITA P.
Rita P. was born in Minnesota and grew up in St. 
Paul where she lived in the Frogtown area. She 
received her high school diploma from Saint Agnes 
School. Rita’s husband went to Cretin High School 
in St. Paul, and met him during school events. Rita 
and her husband got married at 22, and stayed 
together for over 70 years! She went on to work 
at the West Publishing Company, but only worked 
there for four months after getting married.

Rita and her husband loved to ballroom dance and 
would dance all over the Minneapolis and St. Paul 
area. Rita is an avid exerciser and loves to walk, ride 
the bike and attend yoga classes. She also enjoys 
bingo, card games, dice games and live music. Her 
favorite entertainer is the Squires Polka Band and 
she always dances to the “Beer Barrel Polka.”

Rita has a very loving family that come to visit often. Most of her family lives here 
in Eagan or a surrounding suburb. She has two sons, but sadly one passed away in 
January 2023. Her other son and two daughters-in-law come every Friday at 5 p.m. to 
eat dinner with her and then play 500. One of her grandchildren who lives out of state 
calls her every Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m., no matter where he is in the world, just 
to check in. He has been doing this since he was 19 and went off to college, and he is 
now 43. Rita, we’re glad to call you our friend and neighbor!

Rita riding the NuStep which she 
does at least twice a day every 
day of the week!

MONTESSORI 
MOMENTS
The Montessori 
Inspired Lifestyle® 

is based on values 
of respect, dignity 
and equality. Its key 
principles are rooted 
in giving people 
choices, giving them 
the opportunity to use 
their strengths instead 
of their weaknesses, 
and enabling them to 
be the best person they 
can be. Montessori is 
an educational method 
based on rehabilitation 
techniques that has 
translated to great 
success for those with 
memory loss.

Every day, residents 
in our Pearls of 
Life® memory care 
neighborhood are 
making choices and 
living life on their 
terms. 

MEMORABLE MOMENTS

Nancy S. and Barbara 
G. enjoying painting

Greg S. and Paul A. welcoming 
new neighbors

Lynn T. reconnecting with her 
love of painting

Mary B. enjoying time with 
Atticus

Patsy S. and her son Terry at Patsy’s 
quilting exhibit

Ethel L. dancing with volunteer 
Kevin

Monna C. at the April birthday party Jerry M. enjoying a game of pool

Vera M. enjoying an outing at the 
Bachman’s/Galleria Flower Show

Rick S. spotting the fairies at the 
Flower Show


