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RESIDENT 
SPOTLIGHT
Vera was born 
in Ekalaka, 
Montana in 
1926, the 
sixth child in 
a family of 
nine children.  
She moved 
with her 
family to the Bitterroot Valley in 
1940. While still in high school, 
she managed to juggle working for 
Citizen’s State Bank (now First 
Security) and keeping up with 
her studies to graduate with the 
Corvallis class of 1944.  

Vera married the love of her life, 
Bill, in 1946, and they moved to 
Seattle where they owned and 
operated Odegaard Upholstery. 
Vera worked in the banking 
industry for many years and then 
became credit manager for Murry 
B. Marsh Carpet Company.

Bill and Vera were married 
for over 60 years. During this 
time, they were very loving and 
generous to their many nieces and 
nephews. Their door was always 
open to help, whether it be a place 
to stay or help with an activity. 
Vera moved back to Hamilton in 
2016 and now resides at Discovery 
Care Centre where she is very 
active playing cards and visiting 
with her many friends

601 North 10th Street, Hamilton, MT 59840

406-363-2773 | discoverycarecentre.org

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
visit facebook.com/DiscoveryCareCentre 

50 YEARS IN LONG TERM CARE: ORIENTATION 
AND REALITY 
I have been caring for residents in long-
term care settings since 1973, so in some 
ways, this is my “golden anniversary” 
providing care for the elderly. There were 
years when I did other types of nursing, but 
I started and will finish my career involved 
in geriatric care. That being said, I would 
like to give a “then” and “now” perspective 
on how care has changed. Please try to put 
these into perspective. They may sound 
odd or even barbaric by today’s standards.  

In 1973 we were very focused on the 
orientation of our residents. We were 
taught to continually remind our residents 
of the correct date and facts in an effort 
to reorient them. Although this was well 
intentioned, it led to emotional upset for 
many dementia residents. Here are some 
examples:

While providing care to an agitated 
resident one day, he suddenly calmed, 
looking at the wall behind me. He stated, 
“Oh, look at that farm field and that 
beautiful horse grazing out there.” The 
correct response in 1973? “Oh, that is a 
painting, not a window. There is no farm 
field. We are in town.” Of course, this 
produced the expected amount of anger 
and increased the resident’s agitation. 

A woman kept asking for her husband, 
who had passed away years ago. We 
were expected to try to reorient her by 
explaining every time she asked that he 
had passed away. This resulted in her 
reliving the news of his death over and 
over whenever she forgot the conversation 

and asked again. The outcome was tears 
and sadness with each attempt to set her 
straight. 

How could we do that, you ask? We were 
expected to be honest and try to “right” 
the resident’s thinking. To do otherwise 
would be dishonest to them. If that were to 
happen, where would the truth end and the 
lies begin?

Fast forward to present day. We know that 
dementia is progressive and incurable, 
and we have changed our approach. Now 
caregivers are encouraged to get into 
the resident’s reality. If they mention 
the beautiful field while looking at a 
painting, we choose not to risk agitation 
by contradicting. Instead, we go along 
with their belief, commenting on the field 
and engaging the resident in positive 
conversation about the scene. These 
conversations do not have to be untruthful. 

Residents seeking a spouse or child who 
has passed away can often be soothed by 
asking, “Tell me about your husband.” 
Their searching may have been due to the 
need to relive times with their beloved 
spouse. Starting conversation helps them 
do that. If they persist in asking, you can 
mention that you have not seen them today. 
Getting into the resident’s frame of mind 
is comforting to them. We are not going 
to cure their dementia by correcting their 
reality. Let their “reality” be a comfort to 
them. 

Richard Bucheit
Executive Director

NEW RESIDENTS
We would like to welcome our newest residents!

• Art B.
• Robert C. 
• Diane H.

• Sidney F.
• Janet J.
• Robert P.

IN LOVING MEMORY
We remember our dear friends who have passed in the last month:

• Gerry G.

BIRTHDAYS
We want to wish the following residents a very happy birthday:

• Gary B. - 5/3
• Michelle R. - 5/14
• Judy Z. - 5/15

• Linda M. - 5/20
• Nancy F. - 5/23
• Lorena L. - 5/31
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AdelaCruz Galindo

Maintenance Director 
Jade Hosko

Social Service Director 
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Christy Farley, RN

Spiritual Care Director 
Thad Butcher

GiGi Assistant® (GiGi), is a free mobile 
app that acts as your personal concierge 
ready to assist you with 
what’s happening in 
the community.

We encourage 
residents, guests, 
caregivers and families 
to download the app 
and get connected!

DOWNLOAD

GiGi 
Assistant®

TODAY

Scan to Download



LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL
We, at Discovery Care Centre, believe that parties are good for the soul!  We gather for parties twice per month, the monthly 
birthday party and the monthly holiday party. If a particular month has no major holiday, we make up a reason to celebrate! 
Delicious snacks are prepared by our resident cooking club to be served at the party and distributed to residents unable to 
attend. Family members are always welcome to volunteer and join in the fun!

TEAM MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Nurse Julie is our spotlighted 
team member for the month of 
May. 

She received this honor 
primarily for her kindness, 
patience and gentle treatment of 
residents. 

“Julie is an excellent nurse who 
treats residents with respect and 
honors their dignity,” said one 
fellow team member. 

Julie is married and has two 
teenage sons and a baby girl. The family enjoys the outdoors, 
boating on Flathead Lake, digging for crystals at Crystal Park 
near Bannack, going to the river and hiking, particularly at 
Baker Lake. 

Additionally, in her free time, Julie likes to bake cookies and 
read, mostly science fiction and romance novels.

Julie is native to the Bitterroot, attended school in Corvallis 
and graduated from Missoula College. She has worked at 
Discovery Care Centre since 2009; she began as a CNA, then 
got certified and worked as a restorative CNA until she left to 
attend nursing school. 

Julie returned to Discovery Care Centre as a nurse in 2019. 
She has also worked as a nurse at St. Patrick’s Hospital 
where she specialized in oncology. 

Julie’s favorite branch of nursing is geriatrics. She states that 
she loves it because, “You can learn so much from them and 
their experiences. They are amazing! I learn something new 
every day!” 

Thank you so much, Julie, for everything you do for the 
residents here!

SOARING®: SUPPORTING THE SPIRIT
Are you a person who believes in divine 
appointments? 

What I am describing is a belief the Lord 
just might have an appointment for you to 
experience which allows your life to be in 

the right place at the right time to bring a heavenly blessing. 
If it is true, and I believe it is, how we begin each day may 
impact whether we see and enjoy God working through us. 
Let me explain.

I began my ministry nearly 45 years ago in the little town of 
Bigfork, Montana. I was called to pastor a small congregation 
that met in an old, one-room school house just outside of 
town. 

I was to be on my own, but my bishop believed I could help 
the church grow both physically and spiritually. So, on my 
first day I drove to the church and sat down at my desk. 

With no one else to talk to, I said to myself, “Where should I 
begin?” Because I assumed a good pastor calls on his people, 
I devised a plan to visit every family within the first month or 
two. 

It was enjoyable to meet the folk in their homes, and I am sure 
they appreciated a visit from their new young pastor, but upon 
reaching my goal I felt I was not seeing any real fruit of my 
efforts. 

I was busy and made friends, but the plan was missing what 
I read in the Bible. When Jesus sent out his disciples in 
different directions to announce God was “at hand” and that 
He desired to bless and heal those in need, the disciples came 
back excited and testified to blessings that flowed through 
them to others. 

I wondered, “Am I doing anything wrong?” What I realized 

was how I acted on my own. I developed my reasonable plan 
to reach out. I did not pray or seek the Lord’s counsel as 
where to go, or who to see or what to do.

So, I went back to the 
office and prayed. I 
began the day with 
seeking guidance and 
heavenly counsel. 
After all, my faith 
taught me that God 
hears the cry of His 
people, and works 
through His followers. 
After praying, I did 
not hear an audible 
voice, but something 
did begin to happen. In my heart I experienced the promptings 
of the Holy Spirit. I can remember the first time it happened.

I went to the home of a member, rang their doorbell, only to 
hear the woman who opened the door say. “Pastor Thad! How 
did you know that I needed someone like you to reach out to 
me today?” 

The answer, of course, was that I didn’t know. This was a 
divine appointment, and it is something God would have us 
all know and experience. 

As you get up in the morning, hold out your hands and ask the 
Lord to use you as a messenger of His grace to those in need. 
You just might be surprised to see divine appointments unfold 
before your eyes.

Blessings, 
Thad Butcher

Spiritual Care Director

St. Patrick’s Day party. 

St. Patrick’s Day party. New Year’s festivities.

Gold under the rainbow!

St. Patrick’s party in Pearls of Life® St. Patrick’s Day fun. 

Easter party game winners. 

Looking forward to the car show and barbecue!

Residents made bird’s nest cookies


