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at Westpark Village

MONTESSORI MOMENTS
We pride ourselves on knowing our residents and treating, not only them, but 
everyone with respect, equality and dignity! Supporting residents’ abilities 
at the highest possible levels and developing a sense of community and 
opportunities for resident choice and involvement are key to our success in the 
Montessori Inspired Lifestyle®! We strive to create a place where we would 
want to live while also integrating the approach into all areas of care so we 
feel like family!

TEAM MEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT
Let’s give a Westpark welcome to Kristin, 
but most people call her Kris! 

Kris was born in Denville, New Jersey. She 
was an Army brat and traveled to many 
places with her family. Kris has one son 
named Kyle, and he is 20 years old. 

In her spare time, she likes to draw and do 
crafty things. Kris also enjoys relaxing and 
spending her time with her family. 

Kris has now been at Westpark Village for a 
whole year! She works as a housekeeper. Her 
favorite part about working here is all of the 
interactions and connections she has made 
with the residents. Her attitude is always 
so positive, and she’s always ready to help 
wherever she’s needed! 

Kris is such a wonderful asset to our 
Westpark Village family, and we hope she 
continues to be for many years!

2351 Solomon Avenue, Billings, MT 59102
406-652-4886 | westparksenior.com

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
visit facebook.com/westparkvillagebillings Loading up for a scenic ride and a treat!

NEW RESIDENTS
We would like to welcome our newest residents!

• Jerry M.
• Marie N.

• Wilma D.

IN LOVING MEMORY
We remember our dear friends who have passed in the last month:

• Peter B.
• Shirley C.

• Viola P. 
• Richard W.

BIRTHDAYS
We want to wish the following residents a very happy birthday:

• JoRae S. - 5/5
• Harley K. - 5/5 
• Kenton C. - 5/10
• Ken B. - 5/12
• Margaret S. - 5/14
• Tom R. - 5/14
• Donna W. - 5/15
• Helen C. - 5/18

• Olive E. - 5/19 
• Maureen I. - 5/22
• Connie G. - 5/24
• James H. - 5/25
• Karen R. - 5/26
• George W. - 5/26
• John G. - 5/30
• Tom I. - 5/31

TEAM MEMBERS
Executive Director

Megan Brinton

Director of Nursing
Lauri Feralio

Life Enrichment Director
Ashlyn Masin

Director of Sales & Marketing
Kimberlee Garcia

Business Office Director
Meredith Warren

Housekeeping Director
Sandi Gavin

Maintenance Director
Pierre Lave

Culinary Director 
Jerry Lutz

Spiritual Care Director
Mike Feralio

GiGi Assistant® (GiGi), is a free mobile 
app that acts as your personal concierge 
ready to assist you with what’s 
happening in the community.

We encourage residents, guests, 
caregivers and families to download 
the app and get connected!

DOWNLOAD

GiGi 
Assistant®

TODAY

Scan to Download

Karen sweeping the dining room.

Making a banner for a team member.

Colleen with her finished craft. Erin, Olive and Colleen crafting.



RESIDENT SPOTLIGHT
Luci was born at 
Deaconess Hospital in 
Glasgow, Montana to Dan 
and Emma D. They were 
both very kind people with 
good values which they 
passed onto their children 
in a gentle manner. 

They owned a farm in 
Opheim, Montana where 
Luci grew up and lived 
until she was married to Russell, an accountant with the 
United States Bureau of Reclamation.

Luci had a sister who was about 9 years older than her and a 
brother who was a year and a half older than her. He was her 
best friend. They lived far out in the country, so he was her 
main friend. They grew up in a small two-room house which 
eventually had a bedroom built onto it.

Growing up, Luci’s grandmother lived with her family for a 
very long time because her husband had died young. She did 
all of the cooking, and she was a darn good cook. She also 
took care of the chickens. She had her bucket, and she would 
go and get the eggs. She was kind but also stern.

Luci attended school at home, taught by her mother through 
the eighth grade. She attended high school in Glasgow. “I 
think my home education was as good as the town kids 
received.” Her mother was a good teacher and a good mama! 

“We had to finish up our lessons before she would let us go 
play.” They also had chores in their home and on the farm. 
“There was always work to do.” It was a very good and happy 
life for their family. 

“We had a lot of freedom growing up on the farm. With so 
much land we could ride horses and chase cows to get them 
in to milk. They would start coming in on their own to be 
milked. Of course there were calves also! Living on a farm 
means you have a big garden and can a lot of food.”

Luci’s family had two riding horses and some working horses. 
The cats lived with the horses in the straw and had their baby 
kittens in that straw. Luci had a lot of fun in her life! Even 
work for Luci was fun. Sometimes Luci had too much fun! 

One time when she was about four, while her dad was 
working to pile the hay up, Luci was having the best time 
sliding on the hay, but her dad put an end to her fun. 

She played Andi-over with her brother and one dog in 
particular. The ball was thrown over the house and the dog 
would catch it on the other side!

Luci learned that the secret to life is not to just work hard but 
to enjoy the work that she was doing! She especially enjoyed 
sewing. She made suits, coats, square dance dresses, skirts and 
Russell’s shirts and vests for square dancing. Basically, she 
had to sew whatever clothes they needed since they lived so 
rurally. She was good with the sewing machine, and she did 
some embroidery also. 

“We lived in the country so there wasn’t a lot to do otherwise. 
During World War II there weren’t too many men around, so a 
lot of older men and women were doing the jobs that had to be 
done. They just dove in and did what needed to be done. This 
feeling that we were all in this war effort together definitely 
had an impact on our small community.” 

It was during this time when Luci was still in high school that 
she became a cashier at the bank. She also received credit for 
a work experience class. 

Everyone at the bank, including Luci, covered a variety of 
positions. “I learned a lot of things such as how to get along 
with people and math. There is a lot of math in a bank.” 
Luckily for Luci, she enjoyed math.

Luci met her husband, Russell, after he returned from serving 
in the Navy in World War II. He came with his parents from 
their home in Fort Peck to buy groceries. They purchased 
cream and butter and eggs from Luci’s family farm. Their 
friendship and relationship grew over time, and they married 
about a year or so later.

If there was anything 
going on in the 
community, Luci was 
there! She loved to 
dance; she square 
danced for 40 years. 
It was a lot of fun. It 
made time go by fast 
in her small town.

Dances were held at 
the hall in Fort Peck. 
Luci went as a child 
and danced with her 
brother, and as an 
adult she still danced 
with her brother 
until Russell came on the scene. Her brother, Dale, served 
our country by farming, providing food for a country that 
desperately needed it!

Luci and Russell had three children. Sadly, one of her sons 
was killed in a motorcycle accident as an adult. 

She has five grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. “I 
don’t have many grandchildren but I have some very nice 
grandchildren. I also have the best (former) daughter-in-law in 
the world in Deborah!”

Luci’s husband’s work as an accountant brought them to 
Billings just before the 1950s. Luci is going to be 99 years 
young this July 28. 

Her advice for a long, healthy and happy life revolves around 
keeping yourself busy — being interested in many things — 
and choosing to be happy! The daily happenings of life make 
Luci happy.

Thank you, Luci for sharing your story with us! Be sure to say 
hello to her when you see her next.

SOARING®: SUPPORTING 
THE SPIRIT

I guess we should not see any 
more snow this year. April 
seems to be the last chance 
for snow in Montana from 
what I have seen in the past. 

I have heard many residents talk about the 
snowstorm in 1955. The storm dropped 42.3 
inches of snow from April 2 to 5. Billings 
picked up 39.1 inches in just two days. Many 
had to abandon their cars and a wall of snow 
and ice divided lanes of the business district. 
Some residents told me they could not get out 
their front door. Crazy!

Sometimes we 
get hit with 
unexpected 
things that alter 
our life. I am 
sure before 
that storm 
many Billings 
residents 
thought they 
were going 
to have a fun weekend, maybe go to Red 
Lodge, but when they woke up on Saturday 
morning, they had a rude awakening. The snow 
continued until Tuesday, so I am sure many 
people missed church on Sunday and work on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

How do you deal with unexpected problems 
or inconveniences in life that keep you from 
doing the things you love to do? It takes a lot 
of patience, and it seems like the older we get 
patience gets a little thinner. 

Sometimes at Westpark Village, an activity 
gets canceled or a volunteer gets sick and 
cannot come to entertain. Of course, it is a 
disappointment, but we have to make the best 
of these situations. We are always open to 
suggestions. Someone may suggest replace 
the canceled entertainment with a movie and 
popcorn. A suggestion is more productive than 
just complaining, right? 

Ashlyn has been doing a great job as our new 
life enrichment director, and I know she is 
open to suggestions. If you are a new resident 
and have not yet met Ashlyn, come on down to 
the lower level and say hello. Her office is right 
next to mine. 

I hope you enjoy the warmer May weather! 

Mike Feralio 
Spiritual Care Director                 

LIFE ENRICHMENT HIGHLIGHTS
We have been having loads of fun! St. Patrick’s Day was celebrated with 
shamrock shakes, a special meal and of course, an Irish jig! 

For the first day of spring, we made our own fresh flower bouquets! And of 
course, any day you can stay in your pajamas the whole time is a good day!

Please check your calendars and weekly sheets to keep up with all of the 
fun events!            

Pajama Day exercise crew. 

Jody and Delores at chef’s dinner. 

Susan and Mary doing an Irish jig. Gordy and Mary on St. Patrick’s Day.

Irene with her flowers. Helen C. with her flowers. 


